
LOTS OF EXTRA THINGS TO DO 
When You Come to the 2016 MVPA International Convention in California 

(We Hope You Are Staying for Two Weeks!) 
 

Our convention Host Hotel and show site is located in the Greater San Francisco area, just over the hills east of 
the “East Bay.” It is easy to get to Bay Area sights via car, bus, taxi, and by the Bay Area Rapid Transit train 
system (BART) via the Dublin/Pleasanton Station a few minutes from the Doubletree Hotel. The hotel offers an 
on-demand small shuttle bus that will transport guests to BART. This is the Tri-Valley Area which contains over 
50 wineries plus golf, hiking, and biking opportunities. The list of available tourist opportunities in this region is 
staggering and we have listed some highlights below, both well-known and not.   
 

We suggest participation in the fun and extremely informative official Convention tours. Tickets are limited 
though! As you will see in Supply Line and on the MVPA website, there’s a fun tour on Thursday to the largest 
winery in this area and one of the oldest in California, Wente Vineyards. On Friday we have buses taking us to 
San Francisco with options to visit the fully restored Liberty Ship SS Jeremiah O’Brien and the USS Pampanito 
fleet submarine, plus an optional Bay Cruise. This is your chance to enjoy one of the top tourist destinations in 
the world. Finally on Saturday we have arranged for a thorough tour of the extremely historic USS Hornet 
aircraft carrier that is docked nearby at the former Naval Air Station Alameda, site of the 2003 MVPA 
Convention. Three special tours aboard the ship are planned. 
 

If you are staying in the area before or after the convention, have a special interest and would like to reserve a 
tour, want a car rental, or just have questions about things to do, please contact our Convention Travel 
Coordinator Nancy Porter at Nancy@ForkInTheRoadTravel.com or call her at 530-391-5650. 
 

Although the climate in Pleasanton in August is mild to warm (average highs 88 and lows 57), if you are not 
familiar with the summer micro-climates around the mid-San Francisco Bay, be warned that when the famous 
fog rolls in through the Golden Gate it can be cold and breezy in San Francisco! This is why they sell so many 
sweatshirts and pants at Fisherman’s Wharf! 
 

Below is a list of many of the historic military sites near the convention as well as some other really fun things 
to do in the region. We did not want to make this longer than it is by adding websites and phone numbers. We 
trust you can search for what you need. If you need help please see the contact name above.  

 

Military History Sites in the San Francisco Bay Area 
 

San Francisco 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area – This division of the National Park Service is justly proud of the 
extensive Coast Defense fortifications on the San Francisco and Marin County sides of the Golden Gate. Here 
are examples of every type of coast defense installation from the Civil War to the missile age. Do you know 
there were submarine nets across the Gate during WWII? Anti-ship mines tethered on the bottom of the Bay 
controlled by a Mine Station in San Francisco? We will include some of the military highlights below. A general 
overview can be found here: http://www.nps.gov/goga/learn/historyculture/seacoast-defenses.htm 
The Presidio with the Walt Disney Family Museum, batteries along the coast, Fort Point, Crissy Field, etc. 
The Presidio was a military post dating back to the Spanish and Mexican occupation of California. In fact, the 
architecture of the complex buildings reflects that history. If interested in seeing the Presidio area, it is 
recommended that visitors drive or take public transportation to the Main Post in the center of the Presidio. 
This is where the Walt Disney Family Museum is. From there, shuttles run out to the coast and the battery 
emplacements there while other shuttles take visitors to Crissy Field and Fort Point by the bay. 
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Fort Winfield Scott - This was the major Army basic training area during WWI and artillery training 
headquarters. Location is slightly toward the ocean from the Main Post at the Presidio. Fort Winfield Scott and 
the gun batteries dotting the area between the fort and the coast were active between 1891 and 1946. You 
can wander around the grounds to see the remains of some of these gun batteries or visit some well-
preserved ones along the coast. 
Battery Chamberlain - This is one of the 17 batteries protecting the coast and well-preserved. It is at ocean 
level below the south end of the Golden Gate Bridge. The only remaining “disappearing” gun on the west 
coast is housed here, a donation from the Smithsonian. There is also a small, but excellent museum with 
artifacts and photos about the coastal defense system. 
Crissy Field – Now an open park on the edge of the bay, but a few of the original buildings and hangars have 
been preserved. This area is especially great for walking, flying kites, picnics and sunbathing in warm weather. 
Crissy Field is notable in history as being the first Air Coast Defense Station and operated from 1919 until 
1936. At that time, they were building the Golden Gate Bridge and transferred most air activities to other 
bases around the Bay. (It could be difficult to land here because of wind, fog, and the newly constructed 
bridge.) Later, it was used for medical airlift to Letterman Hospital and was the site of the WWII Military 
Intelligence Service Language School during WWII to train our military in the Japanese language.  
Letterman Hospital site – Although the original buildings are gone, current buildings were erected in the same 
style. Today, this is the home of Lucas Industrial Arts and buildings are closed to the public. This was a major 
site during WWI, WWII, Korea and Vietnam for treating those with physical and psychological injuries related 
to war.  
Fort Point National Historic Site – Fort Point was originally built during the Civil War  to protect the Bay. In the 
1930’s, it was going to be demolished for the building of the Golden Gate Bridge. A large group of citizens 
launched a petition and succeeded in preserving the old fort. When you look at the Golden Gate Bridge, there 
are arches at the base of each end. The arches had to be designed at additional cost in order to hold up the 
bridge, but still preserve the old military building. 
WWII Memorial to the Missing – This sits on the Presidio grounds and is dedicated to the 413 servicemen who 
were missing or buried at sea between 1941 and 1945. The memorial is made of California granite and 
overlooks the Pacific Ocean. 
San Francisco National Cemetery – This was the first National Cemetery on the west coast and takes up over 
28 acres. It dates back to 1884, with over 30,000 people from many wars interred here. 
Fort Mason – An embarkation and debarkation facility for decades, the original buildings have been 
preserved. 
Historic WWII Ships - The WWII Liberty Ship SS Jeremiah O’Brien and the historic submarine USS Pampanito 
are docked at Pier 45, on the east side of Fisherman’s Wharf. The O’Brien is the only operational Liberty Ship 
in the world that is nearly all original. Docents are on duty. An audio tour is available aboard the Pampanito. 
The Friday MVPA excursion during the convention will visit this area.  
Maritime National Historic Park – This National Park is located a few blocks west of Fisherman’s Wharf, not 
far from Fork Mason and the Ghirardelli Chocolate Factory. The ships in this park date back to the 19th and 
early 20th century. There are also maritime archives here. If you hold a National Parks Senior Pass, entrance to 
these older ships and archives is free. This is separate from the visit to the Jeremiah O’Brien and the USS 
Pampanito. 
Alcatraz Island and Prison – Centered in the middle of San Francisco Bay, this was once a strategic fort 
protecting the surrounding lands. Its original name was from early Spanish explorers and translates to “Island 
of the Pelicans” although no pelicans reside there today. Its military roots date back to the 1850’s as a military 
reservation when California became a state. Today it’s much more well-known as a former Federal 
Penitentiary that housed such famous criminals as Al Capone and the Birdman of Alcatraz. You can take a 
special ferry out to the island to explore on your own, but reservations must be made before you want to go 
because space for these trips fills up quickly. Most bay cruises sail around the island and give you much of the 



history and a great view from the water. Our convention Bay Cruise on Friday will go around the island and 
talk about the history of this island fortification. 
Treasure Island – An artificial island connected to Yerba Buena island and the Bay Bridge, Treasure Island was 
originally built for the 1939 Golden Gate International Exposition and the World’s Fair site is a California 
Historical Landmark. During WWII, a naval station was built there with hangars for air transportation like 
dirigibles, blimps, planes and seaplanes. The site was used by the military until the 1990’s. Today some of the 
hangars are now sound stages for movies and TV shows filmed in the area. Another building houses a winery.  
What is there for the public to do history-wise? 1) Visit the museum with lots of old photos; 2) Enjoy low-
sulfite wine in the old Navy prison that’s now a winery; 3) Sample wine in the submarine training vessel, USS 
Buttercup; 4) Go bicycling, fishing, paddle boarding or take photos of San Francisco. Oh, but those aren’t 
military-related things to do. 
 

North of San Francisco  

More Forts and Gun Batteries- The north side of the Golden Gate was occupied by the Army until the 1970s. 
This is now part of the Golden Gate Recreation Area, a division of the U.S. National Park Service. See the 
“temporary” WWII barracks buildings at Ft. Cronkhite by Rodeo Beach, and just west of there at Battery 
Townsley a 16 inch naval gun is on display. This is a former gun from the battleship USS Missouri and it was 
brought to Ft. Cronkhite in 2012. It will eventually be moved inside the battery, which mounted two similar 
guns during WWII. There were two more 16 inch guns south of San Francisco at Ft. Funston. The interior of 
Battery Townsley is being rehabilitated by volunteers and is open on the first Sunday of the month from noon 
to 4 p.m. We recommend getting to this area by taking the US 101 exit just north of the Golden Gate Bridge, 
and navigate up Conzelman Road to the fort that overlooks the bridge. Battery Spencer is where all the bridge 
postcard photos are taken. Drive up the road to the highest point, Hawk Hill, for another photo opp. This road 
turns into a steep, one-way road that goes west along the cliffs, passing 1905 gun batteries and ending up 
overlooking the missile site mentioned to follow. Go left to see more batteries and the Point Bonita 
Lighthouse. You will be struck by the unmolested military history of this area due to the Park Service taking 
over immediately after the Army pulled out in the 1970s. 
Nike Missile Site SF-88L – Just across the valley from Ft. Cronkhite at neighboring Ft. Barry is the only restored 
Nike anti-aircraft missile battery in the U.S., complete with inert Nike Ajax and larger Nike Hercules missiles, 
which were designed to be the last line of defense against Soviet bombers. Do you know the Hercs mounted 
two sizes of atomic warheads? This is open for tours every Thursday through Saturday. Members of the 
Military Vehicle Collectors of California, the host club for the convention, performed restoration and 
maintenance work here in the late 1980s to early 1990s. The site is just up the road from the Marin Headlands 
Visitors Center which is open daily. You may depart this valley via Bunker Road which takes you to a one-way 
tunnel that was built to connect Ft. Baker by the water in Sausalito with Fts. Barry and Cronkhite. This would 
be a good time to drive down to Ft. Barry for more incredible bay and bridge views, then drive north through 
scenic Sausalito which is a tourist shopping and eating destination. 
Novato - Hamilton Air Force Base Museum – This is a wonderful and little-known museum that focuses on 
preserving the history of Hamilton Field, Hamilton AFB and the Department of Defense housing. The base was 
the major employer in this area and exhibits show the uniforms of the period, where the people lived, planes 
flown and base newsletters. The Spanish Colonial architecture of the base is also unique and worth seeing. 
This is a free museum! 
Petaluma – Military Antiques Museum – This unique place is in downtown Petaluma and stuffed with 
historical military items from a variety of wars and periods. There is European and Asian war memorabilia as 
well as American. There is 4,000 square feet of retail space and an adjoining museum dedicated to the 
memory of all veterans who have honorably served in this country’s military service. This is truly an 
astounding place.  
 
 
 



 
 

Alameda 
USS Hornet – Our Saturday MVPA excursion is to this historic Essex Class aircraft carrier which is a National 
Historic Landmark. USS Hornet (CV-12 and CVS-12) is notable for is its involvement in World War II, service in 
the 1950s and 1960s, including the recovery of two Apollo moon mission capsules.  
Alameda Naval Air Museum – If you want to explore Naval history in Alameda, this museum should be on 
your to-do list. The airfield was originally constructed in 1927 and had a variety of civilian and military uses 
through the 20th century. The Air Station was finally closed along with many other bases in 1997. The area is 
now called Alameda Point and the museum is located in the former Air Terminal. It houses displays of its 
history, including being a Pan American Clipper base, involvement in the first trans-Pacific flight, and the role 
of the air station in military service from WWII to the 1990’s.  
 

Oakland 
Oakland Aviation Museum (at Oakland Int’l Airport) – The museum is headquartered in the historic Boeing 
School of Aeronautics. Among other uses, this vintage building was a primary training center for Army aircraft 
mechanics during WWII. Among the aircraft designed by students and teachers at this Boeing facility were the 
T-5 and T-6.  
 

Richmond 
Richmond is northwest of Oakland along the bay, just off I-80. There you can see the Rosie the Riveter WWII 
Home Front National Park and the SS Red Oak Victory ship. This is one of the area’s newest historic parks and 
houses a variety of items regarding the role of women, men not able to serve directly in the military, and 
families in the WWII effort. This was also the location of the Henry Kaiser shipyards which used assembly line 
techniques to build ships in the fastest time possible. Today you can visit the new museum which is located at 
the old Ford automobile assembly building. Yes this was the “Ford Jeep Plant” plus the “Richmond Tank 
Depot” run by the Ordnance Department. This is where armored and other vehicles received their guns, 
radios, and were prepped for overseas shipment. It was located in the “crane way” by the wharf, formerly 
used by Ford to box jeeps. You can also see the Rosie the Riveter monument in the park, and climb aboard a 
WWII cargo ship, the SS Red Oak Victory. (Did you know the ship was named for the city in Iowa, Red Oak, that 
had the distinction of having the greatest number of casualties per capita during WWII?)  
 

Port Chicago 
Port Chicago is north of Pleasanton, off Hwy. 680.  
Port Chicago Naval Magazine National Memorial. This site is important because in July, 1944, two ships being 
loaded with ammunition to be delivered to the war in the Pacific blew up, killing 320 men and heard clear 
across the Bay in San Francisco. This memorial was dedicated in 2009 and was built to commemorate what’s 
considered the worst Home Front disaster of WWII as well as to honor the desegregation of the military. 
 

Vallejo 
Mare Island Historic Park Foundation Artifacts Museum – located at Building 46 at the former Mare Island 
Naval Shipyard which was the first US Naval Base on the Pacific Ocean. Look for the PBR! Mare Island and the 
California Delta was where PBR crews trained during the Vietnam war. Shipbuilding started at Mare Island in 
1854 under the command of Commander David Farragut. In the 1900s, MINSY was well known for its support 
of submarines. It is best to call 707-557-1538 before you visit this museum.  
USS LCS (L) (3) 102 – A private museum gunboat that fought at Okinawa and later served in the Thai Navy. A 
group of veterans bought her and transported her to the former Mare Island Naval Shipyard. These gunnery 
support vessels nicknamed “Mighty Midgets” packed more firepower per ton than any ship in the US Navy at 
the time. Normally the vessel is open Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. Best to confirm at 415-661-9279 or 
email bmason6056@aol.com 
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South of San Francisco  
San Carlos (close to San Francisco International Airport – SFO) 
Hiller Aviation Museum – This museum is at the San Carlos Airport, just south of SFO. It’s part of the 
Smithsonian Affiliates program and houses a variety of aircraft and interactive displays. There’s also a 
restoration shop with large picture windows so visitors can view what they’re currently working on. 
 

A Little Further South of Pleasanton – Great to visit if you’re driving to or from the South 
Paso Robles  (about 3 to 4 hours south of Pleasanton, along Hwy 101) 
Estrella Warbird Museum-  If you’re coming to the convention from Southern California you might consider 
taking US 101. This wonderful museum focuses on the restoration and preservation of the aircraft, vehicles 
and memorabilia involved in military aviation. This place doesn’t just have a few items - there is a vast array of 
memorabilia including many vehicles donated or on loan from long time MVPA and MVCC member Herman 
Pfauter.  
 

Atwater (southeast of Pleasanton along Hwy 99, about 2 hours from Pleasanton) 
Castle Air Museum, Atwater – This is an excellent stop when travelling to or from the convention if you’re 
from a southern location. There is a wide variety of military aircraft on display here as well as an interesting 
indoor museum. The indoor museum is currently closed for remodeling, but you can check their website closer 
to your travel date to see whether it has reopened.  
 

Just for Fun 
 

San Francisco 
The Golden Gate Bridge – Built between 1933 and 1937, this suspension bridge across a wide, deep channel 
called the Golden Gate was a major engineering feat. You can cruise under it on one of the many bay cruises 
departing from Fisherman’s Wharf and Pier 39, you can drive over it, or you can park at one end and walk. The 
bridge is a little over a mile and a half long. Do you know there were submarine nets across the Gate during 
WWII? 
Riding the Cable Cars – There are 3 cable car routes, each with fantastic bay views and lots of historic charm.  

 The Powell-Hyde line runs between Market & Powell Streets downtown and Ghirardelli Square (a few 
blocks west of Fisherman’s Wharf). If you want to stop for a free visit to the Cable Car Museum and see 
how this unique form of transportation works, this is the line to take.  

 The Powell-Mason line runs between the turntable at Market & Powell Streets downtown and Bay 
Street (3 blocks inland from Fisherman’s Wharf). Both of these Powell St. lines have stops a few blocks 
from Chinatown. 

 The California Street line runs from a few blocks inland from the Ferry Building up through Chinatown, 
finally ending at Van Ness Street. This line is a straight East-West line and does NOT end by Fisherman’s 
Wharf. 

 According to SFCableCar.com, the price to ride the cable cars is $5 each way. Tickets can be purchased 
at the turntables at each end of the line or from the conductor.  

 If you choose to get off midway in the route to explore, please note that you can let the conductor 
know you want to ride (from the sidewalk), but it may be hard to get back on the cable car mid-route 
because of the number of riders, especially during the summer and holiday periods. 

The Exploratorium  
There are many activities children especially enjoy in San Francisco. This is one of the notable kid museums, 
with a great deal of hands-on science activities. It is now housed in an old pier building between the Ferry 
Building and the Pier 39 shopping and amusement complex.  



Cruising on the Bay – Choose from a variety of options from 45-minute cruises that see the Bay, go under the 
Golden Gate Bridge, and travel around Alcatraz, to 1-1/2 hour cruises that go further south into the bay, past 
the original Ferry Building, under the newly renovated Bay Bridge, and past AT&T Park where the Giant’s play 
baseball. On the longer cruises, look for a tribute sign to servicemen that was originally painted in 1945.  
Walking, Bicycling and Segway Tours – Walking is always a great way to get around, but San Francisco is built 
on hills, so be prepared. There are a variety of tours which we can assist you with at the convention. 
Lombard Street (Crookedest Street in the World). There is talk about closing off this street to driving, so now 
is the time to experience it. Rent a car and drive it or take a San Francisco Tour and see it.  
Ferry Building – Visit this place to find locally grown produce and other area products and the indoor and 
outdoor Farmer’s Market. Before the Bay Bridge was built in the 1930’s, this landmark building was the main 
San Francisco terminus for ferries traveling between San Francisco and Oakland or Marin County. There are 
several restaurants here.  
Fisherman’s Wharf – This is THE place to go for shell souvenirs and sidewalk seafood vendors. One of the most 
popular to-go lunch items is a sourdough bread bowl filled with local creamy clam chowder. Many landmark 
seafood restaurants are here, like Scoma’s and Alioto’s. Also enjoy the many street performers and sidewalk 
vendors for jewelry, t-shirts and other souvenirs. 
Buena Vista Café – This place is notable because it’s considered the birthplace of Irish Coffee. Visitors to 
Fisherman’s Wharf often hike a block inland toward Bay Street and enjoy lunch. The Hyde Street Cable Car 
turntable is across the street. 
Pier 39 – A great place to shop and eat! Be sure to go to the back of the complex (on the Golden Gate Bridge 
side) to see the massive numbers of sea lions sleeping and arguing with each other on the docks. This is a very 
short walk from Fisherman’s Wharf. 
Ghirardelli Chocolate Factory – There are many stores for a variety of shopping in this complex. But, of 
course, the highlight is to eat one of their famous ice cream sundaes. You can see some of the original 
chocolate-making equipment and buy chocolates to take home and enjoy through your vacation too.  
Food Tours – a variety of food tours are available to sample some of the fabulous foods the City has to offer. 
Enjoy the food in one of the ethnic neighborhoods, or focus on beer or wine in the area. 
Beer Tastings and Tours – Enjoy the tasting room and tour for our longtime local (and famous) beer, Anchor 
Steam. There are also other breweries, but this is the most famous. 
Urban Wineries – We typically see wineries in the rural areas such as Livermore/Pleasanton and Sonoma and 
Napa Counties (enjoy our Thursday winery tour near convention headquarters!) But many groups are bringing 
in grapes from the more rural areas of California and producing wine in the City. You can join a tour for tasting 
and to see how the wine is made. 
Movie and TV Tours – Remember the old “Streets of San Francisco” TV series, the “Dirty Harry” films or the 
classic car race scene with Steve McQueen in “Bullitt?” See the locations for these and many other older and 
newer films.  
Live Theatre, Opera, and Ballet – There are many live theatre productions to see in the City, including touring 
Broadway shows and more independent offerings. These are generally located near Geary Street and Union 
Square, and near City Hall. They are accessible via the BART train from near our convention Host Hotel.  
Deep Sea Fishing – Early August means they’re fishing for halibut and salmon. Since many fishing trips take 
you out onto the Pacific coast, outside the Golden Gate, be prepared for a very early morning departure for 
these trips and take some Bonine or Dramamine if you tend to get seasick.  
Ferry Ride to Sausalito – Sausalito is a unique, former artist colony just north of the north end of the Golden 
Gate Bridge along the water. Take the ferry from the Ferry Building near the Bay Bridge, get off and walk 
around Sausalito. This can take several hours, especially if you plan to eat.  
Baseball - San Francisco Giants at AT&T Park – They will be playing the Orioles here during convention week, 
followed by the Pirates the week after..  



Golden Gate Park – This is a great place to run and let off steam. There’s a major Aquarium, a variety of 
museums (Including a fine art museum and a fun Gary Larsen museum with the cartoonist’s original art), a 
Japanese Tea House and a disc golf course.  
Palace of Fine Arts – This was the site of the 1915 Pan American Exposition) and the Legion of Honor. The 
Legion is one of the few original buildings still standing and is the site of a beautiful art museum. 
Ocean Beach and the Cliff House – If you want to put your toes in the Pacific Ocean, Ocean Beach is the place 
to do it. You can always get some clam chowder or other meals at the world-famous Cliff House, perched on 
the edge of the cliff overlooking the ocean. Along the beach and north of it are WWII batteries and a museum. 
See the Fort Chamberlain information above. 
Chinatown - This area is made up of 24 square blocks and is extremely densely populated. Visiting here is like 
stepping into another world unless you are from China! Check out the variety of items for sale along the major 
streets and enjoy some dim sum dining or some other authentic Chinese restaurants. Many San Francisco-
based movies were filmed here, like “Maltese Falcon,” “Flower Drum Song,” “Pursuit of Happyness,” and 
“Godzilla.” 
 

East Bay, not far from the Convention’s Pleasanton Headquarters 
There are golf and bicycling tours and lots of parks. Winery tours are also very popular. We hope you will take 
advantage of our special winery tour and tasting on Thursday, August 11.  Some other fun activities in the area 
include: 
 

Dublin 
Arlen Ness Motorcycle Superstore and Museum – Fans of American choppers and custom bikes will not want 
to miss seeing the large number of Arlen Ness customs on display. It is just over the freeway from our Host 
Hotel and within the radius of their complimentary shuttle van available for guests. 
 

Livermore 
Lawrence Livermore National Lab Discovery Center – A 10 minute drive from Pleasanton. An especially 
interesting place for middle-schoolers and teens, with the focus on providing an understanding of basic 
scientific and computation principles. Please note that this interactive museum is open Tuesdays through 
Fridays from 1 to 4pm. 
San Francisco Premium Outlets – Tired of shopping for jeep parts? Just east of the Host Hotel next to I-580 is 
the largest factory outlet mall in California. Find over 170 designer names here. This is within the range of the 
Host Hotel’s complimentary shuttle service. 
 

Danville 
Blackhawk Automotive Museum – This museum is just north of Pleasanton. There are approximately 50 cars 
of concours-quality on display, and as this is written a display about the Spirit of the Old West. There is a 
wonderful shopping center next to the museum for those who get tired of the exhibits and want some 
boutique shopping and/or a nice place to eat. This museum is on the edge of Mt. Diablo, the largest mountain 
in the region and the basis of land surveys in north/central California.  
 

Concord 
Waterworld Waterpark – The place to cool off off I-680, less than an hour from convention headquarters. 
There’s a lazy river along with water slides and fountains for a day of cooling fun. 
 

Martinez 
Shelby Cobra Experience (open the 3rd Sunday of the month – 11am to 4:00pm) – Walk through the museum 
with 25,000 square feet of Cobra cars and collectibles, experience the cobra sound and driving in their theatre. 
 
 
 



Alameda 
Many of the hangars and buildings on the old Alameda Naval Air Station property are being turned into 
distilleries and breweries due to their large sizes. Below are some of the new tenants. You might want to 
explore these places after visiting the Alameda Naval Air Museum and/or the USS Hornet. Please remember to 
use a designated driver, taxi or public transportation if sampling the alcohol. You must be 21 to participate in 
the tours and tastings. 
Faction Brewery – This local craft brewery is housed in one of the 25,000 sq. ft. hangars, opening in 2013 and 
greatly increasing production over a couple years to 4,500 barrels last year. There’s a large tasting room and 
fantastic views of the San Francisco skyline. 
St. George Spirits Gin Distillery – Open for tours and tasting. In addition to gin, they also produce whiskey, 
absinthe, rum, vodka, brandy and other liqueurs. Tastings are $15 for a selection of 6 of their distilled items. 
An extensive, informative tour of the distillery is $20, with tasting of 6 of their spirits included. This distillery is 
also housed in one of the old hangars at the site of Alameda Naval Air Station. 
Hangar 1 Vodka Distillery – If you’re going for Beer or Gin, why not add Vodka as an option? This distillery 
wasn’t open when this list was compiled, but may be open by the time of the convention. The reason it’s 
called Hangar 1 is because the distillery is in one of the hangers at the old Alameda Naval Air Station. 
Rock Wall Wines - If we have beer and spirits, what’s left? Wine! Rock Wall Wines has their winery and tasting 
room in another hanger at the former Air Station. They charge $15 for tasting 5 wines, but that fee is waived 
with the purchase of $25 or more per person. They also ask people to make reservations if going as a group of 
8 or more. Fantastic views of the San Francisco skyline from their tasting room and outdoor lounge. 
Also in Alameda: 
Pacific Pinball Museum – Are you or one of your family members a “pinball wizard?” They have up to 100 
machines to play and also have rooms to learn about the science of how pinball machines work. 
Robert W. Crown Memorial State Beach (2.5 miles of beach and the Crab Cove Visitor Center) – Want some 
beach time? It might not be super-warm here, but this is a beautiful beach with historic significance. From the 
1880’s until the start of WWII, this beach area was extremely popular and considered the “Coney Island of the 
Pacific”. Its beautiful sand beach eroded over time but the beach beauty (without all the beach amusements) 
has been restored. There’s even a “Memory Walk” so visitors can see what it looked like in its pre-WWII 
heyday.  
 

Oakland 
Oakland is northwest of Pleasanton, on I-880. From Pleasanton, take I-580 west to I-880, then north to 
Oakland. Some of these sites, including the A’s games, can also easily be reached by Bay Area Rapid Transit 
(BART) 
Baseball - Oakland A’s – The A’s will be playing the Orioles at home before the convention. August 11-14, they 
will be at home against the Seattle Mariners. Depending on the day, there are day games as well as night 
games. 
Chabot Space & Science Center – If you have kids interested in science, this can be a very interesting place 
with a variety of interactive exhibits. They have a planetarium, but the website will need to be consulted to 
determine show times during August. 
Children’s Fairyland – This is a longtime fun place for young children. It’s been around since the 1950’s with 
almost 60 play activities like slides, walkways, and climbing activities focused on popular children’s stories. 
There are also children’s theatre performances and a petting zoo. Focus is on children under 8. 
Jack London Square – This is a center next to the Oakland Estuary with shopping restaurants, bike and kayak 
rentals, and more. You can visit a floating light house (LV605 – open Saturdays & Sundays from 11 – 4, but 
email LV605@uslhs.org to schedule a visit). The USS Potomac is also docked here (FDR’s yacht when he was 
president, then later owned by Elvis Presley, eventually deteriorating but now restored). The USS Potomac is 
open for dockside tours Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays. (www.usspotomac.org)  
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San Francisco Bay Ferry – You can get to the Ferry Building or Pier 41 (next to all the Pier 39 shopping and 
dining in San Francisco) with a ferry ride from the west end of Jack London Square in Oakland, or from the 
ferry terminal in Alameda.  
Oakland Zoo – This zoo is home to 660 native and exotic animals. You can stroll around the animals, feed 
some and have rides on several.  
 

South of San Francisco International Airport 
Union City  
Indoor Skydiving at iFlyUSA – Are you bringing teenagers or young adults with you to the Convention? Ever 
thought about skydiving? This is a really fun place! They have a huge airplane engine in the floor, channeling a 
wind tunnel. Listen to the jump briefing, don a flight suit and helmet, then join your instructor and group in 
the tunnel to try flying.  
 

At the South End of SF Bay 
Fremont 
Aqua Adventure Waterpark – Bringing kids and you want to cool them off? This can be a fun place. 
Niles Canyon Railway – Interested in historic railroads? This is a working railroad museum with displays and 
historic train rides, just south of Pleasanton. 
Old Mission San Jose – A line of 21 missions were established by Franciscan monks, notably Father Junipero 
Serra, along coastal California from San Diego to Sonoma. This mission is one of those old locations unique to 
California history. 
 

Santa Clara 
Great America Amusement Park – Home of the roller coasters that twirl you around and upside down. This 
place has thrill rides, family rides, Planet Snoopy for the younger children, and a water park. There are also 
food and souvenir concessions if you get hungry or need some sunscreen. Lots of fun for kids of all ages. 
Intel Museum (small but good) – A fun, interactive museum in the heart of Silicon Valley 
Mission Santa Clara de Asis (an original mission) – like the Mission in San Jose, this is also one of the original 
missions built by Father Junipero Serra and the Franciscan Fathers on a trail through central and southern 
coastal California. These missions were originally built in the early 1800’s. 
Levi Stadium and 49’ers Museum – See the home of Superbowl 50. There are tours of Levi Stadium and you 
can also visit the museum on the property, with memorabilia from the era of such greats as Joe Montana, 
Steve Young, Jerry Rice, and others. 
 

San Jose 
Winchester Mystery House (built at the direction of the gun manufacturer’s widow) - This is a very unusual 
mansion and reported to be haunted. Sarah Winchester was told by a psychic that as long as she kept building 
onto the house, she would never die. So, there are stairways leading nowhere, doors opening into walls, etc. 
An interesting visit if you’re in the area. 
Japanese American Museum – Learn more about the immigration of the Japanese into the US, their role in 
area agriculture, internment during WWII, and the challenges the Japanese Americans faced after WWII.   
Tech Museum of Innovation – This is an interactive, family-friendly museum in downtown San Jose. There are 
a wide number of galleries on different subjects that visitors can explore through hands-on activities. 
Especially wonderful for school-age children. 
Raging Waters – This water park is another great way to cool off. Lots of slides and fountains. 
Children’s Discovery Museum – Another museum with lots of hands-on activities. But, what makes this place 
unique from other museums in the area with exhibits for children is that this place focuses on general science, 
not primarily technology. Explore through art, bubbles, garden projects, physical activity, music, water play 
and dinosaur activities. Fun, fun place! 



Six Flags Discovery Kingdom – Roller coasters, rides, and animals. Feed the giraffes. Ride an elephant. Enjoy 
the water show with the funny, engaging sea lions. An all-day visit that’s especially a great getaway if you have 
children and teens with you. 
 

Day Tours out of San Francisco 
You can book these tours individually or contact the convention travel coordinator for reservations or local car 
rental 

 Napa Valley Wine Country – The wineries charge for tasting. We suggest taking our Thursday wine 
tour to visit Wente Vinyards nearby. If you want to go to Napa Valley (or the nearby Sonoma wineries) 
for tastings, you can drive or take a tour bus from Union Square in San Francisco. Please let us know if 
you want details. 

 Napa Valley Wine Train – Like trains AND wine? If you’re staying at the convention for a few extra 
days, you might want to consider a lunch or dinner run on this wine train. Excellent food and local 
Napa wines. You can make reservations on their website, www.WineTrain.com. 

 Muir Woods National Monument (Redwood trees next to Mt. Tamalpais – just north of San Francisco). 
This location is closed to auto traffic without a reservation. So, the best way to see the giant redwoods 
is via a bus tour. Beautiful place! 

 Monterey, Carmel and the 17-Mile Drive (Pebble Beach) – The weekend after the Convention will be 
the annual Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance, with extremely rare vehicles. Winners from this show 
will travel to the Blackhawk Museum on August 21 for a display there. Visit the Cannery Shopping and 
the fabulous Aquarium in Monterey, the quaint shops of Carmel, and explore the history of the area 
where John Steinbeck wrote and lived.  

 Whitewater Rafting in the Gold Country (where gold was discovered in 1849) – The gold discovery site 
is about 3 hours northeast of Pleasanton. Wander through the old buildings at the State Park in Coloma 
and raft through class 2 & 3 rapids on the American River. Our tour coordinator can help you with 
booking a tour to this location, booking a raft trip, or providing information about other things to do in 
the area since she is 6th generation from this area. 

 Coloma Gold Discovery Site (East of Sacramento) – There’s a great State Park here nestled under the 
oak trees and next to the rushing American River. Great museum and a variety of outbuildings to 
explore as well as the grinding rocks where early native Americans ground acorns into flour. 

 Lake Tahoe (4 hours northeast of our hotel) – A huge lake nestled in the middle of the Sierra Nevada 
mountains at the 6,200’ elevation. Mountains reach nearly 11,000’ in this area. Absolutely spectacular 
scenery. The water is 99.994% pure and it is 1,645’ deep, the second deepest lake in the U.S. If all of 
Tahoe leaked into California it would cover the state to 14 ½”! This area was driven during the first 
MVPA transcontinental convoy.   

 Yosemite National Park – Especially famous through photographs of El Capitan, Yosemite Valley, and 
the waterfalls through the Park. This year, the falls should be especially spectacular most of the 
summer. The Park is 3 to 4 hours directly east of Pleasanton. If you don’t want to drive, you can sit 
back and relax on a bus day-tour to/from Yosemite. Please let us know if you want information to 
arrange a tour. 

 Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk – Enjoy an old-fashioned beach boardwalk with the old wood roller 
coaster, games, shops, and time on the sandy beach. A full hour’s drive from Pleasanton. 
 

If you would like more information about or assistance with tourism, please contact our Convention Travel 
Coordinator, Nancy Porter, at Nancy@ForkInTheRoadTravel.com or call  530-391-5650 
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